Before registering for the ACT or SAT, take advantage of opportunities to practice which are offered at school during the regular school day.

Practice tests:

free for sophomores, juniors for a small fee 

· for the SAT
PSAT

**taking the PSAT as a junior determines National Merit Scholarship winners—that is why the PSAT is also called the NMSQT and why we recommend juniors pay to take the PSAT
· for the ACT
the PLAN test (we already have PACT)

In SC, anyone who graduates with a 3.0 or better GPA is now eligible to attend a two year college for free!  You can transfer those credits to a four year school!
About the SAT:

· the scores predict how well students are likely to do in college

· the scores compare a student’s academic preparation and ability

· the test is standardized throughout the U S and the world

· the test offers a unique opportunity to see a student’s individual writing abilities

· the test measures writing, verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities
· the test does not measure important characteristics such as motivation, creativity, or special talents

· students taking the SAT will receive three scores ranging from 200-800 for each of the three sections:

· Writing

· Critical Reading

· Math

· combined scores range from 600-2400

· the test currently costs $45.00 (additional fees are added for late registration, the Q and A service, standby testing, test date changes and test center changes)
· The SAT Question and Answer Service costs $18 and in addition to your scores, provides you with a copy of the test, your answers and all versions of essay questions administered on that testing date.  

· This allows you to see what you got wrong and focus on the areas you need help with, instead of reviewing everything.

· It is suggested that you take the last test offered as a junior, pay for the Q and A service, put the scores and test away, and then pull them out to study just before you take the test during the fall of your senior year.

· On the CollegeBoard web site, you can:

· register for the test

· purchase test review materials

· complete the question of the day

· submit practice test answers for scoring and then see correct answers

· see when scores will be available after test administration
· find college and scholarship information

· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/prep_one.html
· You can also pay for a “course” and after you complete a practice test, you will be assigned practice problems for the areas in which you need help

· If you take the test more than once, your highest scores count for each section (not just your highest total score)

· Fee waivers are available in advance from the Guidance Office.

· Know your high school code and fill it in so that you can be considered for scholarships. Guidance must receive an official score report; you can not bring in a copy of your scores.
(ask for our code in the Guidance Office)
· at AHS, groups are staggered in the order that people arrive so that bathroom breaks are manageable

· the testing center opens at 7 a.m. and the “late start time” is now 8 a.m. for the last group

· you can show up on test day and register as a “standby” test taker, change your test date, or your testing location for additional fees

· registration can be done

· online at www.collegeboard.com
· by the postal service

(postmark or time of e-registration is what counts for the reg. and late reg. deadlines, not when the paperwork arrives)

Test Timing:

· the test takes approximately 5 hours

· section timing is consistent, but (except for the first and last writing sections) you may have verbal questions when someone else has math, and you may have more answer blanks than test questions in a section because there is one generic answer sheet for all versions of the test

The test has 10 sections:


1. short essay (25 minutes)


2. verbal or math (25 minutes)

5 minute break

3. verbal or math (25 minutes)


4. verbal or math (25 minutes)

5 minute break


5. verbal or math (25 minutes)


6. verbal or math (25 minutes)

5 minute break

7. verbal or math (25 minutes)


8. verbal or math (20 minutes)


9. verbal or math (20 minutes)


10. writing (10 minutes)

· Students are allowed to leave the restroom in an emergency, but do not receive extra time for testing.

· You are supposed to take your photo ID with you when you leave the room and show it as you re-enter, including after breaks.

· During each test administration, one 25 min. section of the test is experimental and does not count toward your score, but only the College Board knows which section. This section is used to evaluate questions for future tests.

· Because of this section, a conversion table must be used to determine your scores. 

Section Format and Timing:

· Writing (essay and 49 questions)

1-short essay, 25 minutes

2-25 minute sections

1-10 minute section

 

always the first and last sections

· 25 improving sentences

· 18 identifying sentence errors

· 6 improving paragraphs

· Critical Reading (67 questions)

2-25 minute sections



1-20 minute section


· 19 sentence completions

· 48 passage-based reading ?s

· Math (54 questions)



2-25 minute sections



1-20 minute section

· 44 multiple choice questions

· 10 grid-ins, or “student-produced response” questions

· There are 170 objective questions

· 116 verbal

· 54 math



(not including the essay)

HINTS FOR TAKING THE SAT:

1. Know the test directions.

· Memorize them; they don’t change.
· Read the information before each reading passage that explains its origin.

· Know which math formulas are provided for you.

· Know how to grid-in math answers.

2. Know the question order.

· All math, writing, and some verbal questions are arranged in order of difficulty, from easiest to hardest problems. 

· Passage-based reading questions are not in order of difficulty like the rest of the test; they are in order according to where the answers are found in the passage(s) *This helps you find the answers!
· If there are two reading passages, questions based on the first passage will appear first, followed by questions about the second passage, and finally questions that analyze or compare both passages.

3. Do the easy questions first.

· You earn one point for each correct multiple choice answer.
· You lose ¼ point for each incorrect multiple choice answer.

· Study says answer all verbal questions.

4. Guess wisely.

· Mathematicians say to guess if you can eliminate two incorrect choices.

· Consider whether you want to make educated guesses on verbal questions, or answer all questions.

5. Use the test booklet for scratch work.

· It helps you stay involved and awake.

· Consider marking the question number:

/ if done, no need to check

·  to go back and check

? no clue, work on only if extra time

*no credit is given for work in the test booklet

Watch the posted start and stop time and listen for the announcement when there are 5 minutes remaining on the section.  Use that time to check or bubble in answers.

The five minute warning was added in the fall of 2008 and can be announced or posted (with the start and stop time for the section).

Remember that the SAT is designed for careless errors.

Answer choices are designed to have one correct answer, one answer that’s close but not as good (not the BEST choice) and three incorrect answers.

Do not sleep between sections! Your brain will need to wake up and you won’t do as well on future sections.

Essay Scoring:

It does not matter whether you write in cursive or print your essay. 

If you do not finish, the grader is supposed to assume that you would have continued in the same style if time permitted and not penalize you. 
There is not supposed to be a penalty for length, but studies have shown that people who write more score better (usually at least 1 ¼-1 ½ pages of two).

You are limited to two lines pages, left and right. Your essay is scanned and e-mailed to the scorers for grading.

Your essay is scored by two graders on a scale of 0-6 and these scores are added together.  A zero score is reserved for illegible work, or work completely off topic.

If the grades assigned by the two scorers differ by more than one point, the essay goes to a third reader and that person’s score is doubled.

A conversion table is used to convert that grade of 0-12 to a scaled score.

You can lie to add details or give a realistic example in your essay and the scorer won’t know.

If you make a factual error (saying that Columbus discovered America in 1942, instead of 1492 for example), the grader is not supposed to penalize you.

TIMELINE FOR TAKING THE SAT:
6 months before:
 read a good, high quality newspaper every day that will build vocabulary and address the day’s issues (suggestions from test prep. sources: NY Times, Washington Post, Christian Science Monitor…not USA Today.  Rolling Stone has a high vocab. level!)

2 months before:  
register

memorize directions for each type of ?
take a practice test


learn 

to pace yourself

when to guess, when not to guess

to concentrate

to keep calm

the night before:  
get a good night’s sleep

organize your gear ***
On Test Day

· Bring***:

admission ticket

photo I.D. (school I.D. or driver’s license)

4 – 5 sharp #2 pencils with good erasers
directions to the test center

accurate watch

calculator

· set out or pack

comfortable, layered clothes, snack(s)/peppermint(s)/food for break, aspirin for headache
plan to arrive early
turn off your cell phone completely

(leave it in your car, if possible)

During the test:
· Copy information on your answer sheet as it is on your registration ticket, even if there is a mistake, so that your scores are not delayed

· Work so that you leave time at the end of each section to check your work on that section before time is called.
· You must keep your calculator and test book flat on the desktop during testing, and put your calculator on the floor when you are not working on a math section.

· You may bring a replacement calculator or batteries but must ask the room supervisor before switching to use them.

· You may not share calculators or use the game functions. 

· You can be dismissed from the test (and your scores will be cancelled without a refund) if your cell phone goes off during testing, even in the vibrate mode.

· You may cancel your test scores before you leave the testing room, or after you take the test (see rules in the test handbook or on the website).

· When you write the Certification Statement saying that you will not cheat, you are supposed to write in cursive (the directions say “write, do not print”) and fit your writing in the box. It is okay to go beyond the lines as long as you stay within the box.

After the test:

· Take your registration paperwork home with you (needed to check scores online).
· You may not discuss the essay topic or test questions with anyone until after scores are available online.
· You may go online to www.collegeboard.com to see when scores will be available and to check your scores online.
Verbal Answer Strategies:
· The Essay

· look to the end of the topic for the assignment

· use the test booklet for scratch work or brainstorming, NOT the answer pages

· choose ONE side of the debate or one position on the topic and stick to it.

· use specific, descriptive examples to support your position

· choose examples from either your studies (coursework, reading) or from personal experience

· write legibly and stick to the topic

· feel free to make up stuff if needed (no one will know if you lie)

· Sentence Completions

· decide whether you work better if you

--read and review 

read the sentence first, use context clues to decide what should go in the blank and then look at the answer choices and find the closest answer

--plug and play


just plug each answer into the sentence blank(s) one at a time and see which one fits best or sounds best

· Improving Sentences

· Know that the first answer is always what’s given

· Read each choice in the original sentence (fill it in the sentence to see how it sounds)

· Look for common mistakes

--noun/pronoun agreement

--noun/verb agreement

--subject verb agreement

--parallelism

--placement of modifiers

--ambiguity/clarity

--subordination

· Look for conjuctions, commas

--and, or, nor, but, for

· Look for subordination, commas

--time: after, before, while, since, when

--causation: because, since, as

--condition: if, when, unless

--contrast: although, while

--location: where, wherever

· Look for comma splices 

--semi-colons separate sentences, not commas


I think; I am.


I think; therefore, I am.

Thinking is hard, because I am tired.
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