A.C.T. Test Information

Unlike the SAT, sections are given once and not repeated. For this reason, many students prefer the ACT to the SAT.
The ACT test administrator will give you a verbal 5 minute warning, so that you know time is almost up for that section. The SAT testing service started doing this as well in the fall of 2008.

Test Sections, Timing, Questions

1. English

45m


75?

2. Math


60m


60?

3. Reading

35m


40?

4. Science

35m


40?

5. Writing*

30m


1???


*optional
You can register to take the test with the writing section which includes writing an essay, or without writing (which means that you will not have to write an essay as part of your test).
Notes:

*There are more schools that accept ACT scores than SAT scores. ~700 schools

*All SC schools accept either ACT or SAT scores. Many Eastern Seaboard schools require the SAT.

*The ACT has no vocabulary section and is more like our SC state assessment.

*The ACT has no guessing penalty; students don’t lose points for wrong answers.

This means that you don’t lose points for wrong answers, so you are encouraged to ANSWER EVERY QUESTION!

*The ACT asks students not to use mechanical pencil on the test.

*If you register for the test and essay, the essay portion of the ACT is always last.
*Like the SAT, you can ask for a fee waiver in the Guidance Office. The cost of the test should not prevent you from taking the ACT.
